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The moving image
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Cinema The Internet is packed with resources for the cinema and films. Most
teachers will be familiar with the Internet Movie Database (I M D B), which
has been the first point ofcall for almost 2o years, and in terms of depth and
breadth of coverage remains unbeatable. Though ideal for the movie buff,
it can be over-complex to use with students, however, especially as you have
to register to get the full range of information I M D B offers. For classroom
use, a better choice might be AJlMovie.com. It is more limited in scope but is
much easier to use.

As far as film reviews are concerned, the two most prominent sites are
Rotten Tomatoes and Metacritic. Both are 'aggregators', sites which collect
reviews from a variety of sources, rate films, and provide a user-friendly
interface. Rotten Tomatoes is the more comprehensive and includes reviews
from outside the USA; Metacritic is punchier but more provincial and is
limited to films which have come out in the last 2o years or so.

For an excellent overview of the film resources available, take a look at
Ambrose Heron's Most Usefil Movie Websites. He lists over ioo key sites,
in categories such as news, general information, reviews, blogs, podcasts,
etc. But what about the films and videos themselves? Where does one go to
find original material?

Source material One of the Intemet's most important resources is the Internet Archive. The
Archive hosts thousands of audio recordings and has a collection of over
a million books, articles, and other texts; but of particular interest is the
Moving Image Archive. This is a seriously large collection: i,2oo cartoons
and animations, over 3,000 fuil-length movies, plus 'ephemeral films', open
source movies, and non-English language material. What makes this such
an important resource for teachers, other than its sheer size, is the fact that
the material is not just available for viewing over the Web, but can be
downloaded.

At the opposite end of the spectrum is the Bafta '6o Seconds of Fame' site.
This archives the entries ofa recent competition to produce a film exactly 6o
seconds long. There are a few hundred films; but it is worth having a look
at the overall winner and the regional winners. They have the same sort
of appeal as the 'mini saga': the tightly defined format produces some work
of real depth and imagination.
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The best-known resource for videos is of course YouTube. With its millions

of clips, it edipses in terms of quantity anything else on the Web. The
problem is, though, that the quality sometimes leaves a lot to be desired.
There is certainly good language learning material on YouTube, but tracking
it down can be a chore. This is where sites such as Expert Village or Videojug

come into their own. Both aim to provide short, factual videos, mostly of the

'how to' variety. Expert Village (which boasts over 130,000 videos)
features mainly Americans, many of whom are non-professional presenters
and have a tendency to babble. Videojug has a less amateur feel to it and
usefully includes the scripts for almost all the material. You cannot read

the text as you watch the video, but at least it is there to refer to. Videojug

has expanded greatly in the past two years. Unfortunately, some of its new

categories (Love and Sex is a good example) will not be suitable in all

situations, and it is unlikely that you would wish to give your students
unfettered access.

A good deal of effort has gone into setting up Yappr. It has been designed as

a social networking site: students around the world chat to each other, find

interesting video material on YouTube, and submit it to the folks at Yappr,

who then provide subtitles and support materials for 'the community'.
There are hundreds of videos, sorted according to language difficulty. The

only real problem for me is that the subtitles are in fact 'side titles', in a large

box to the right of the video window. Perhaps, it is simply something that
you get used to.

Less satisfactory is Lingual.Net. The site has the tagline 'Learn English

through Movies', but has no full-length films. Instead, there are trailers,

mini documentaries, advertisements, etc., with most of the material limited
to only a few minutes. Moreover, the material tends to be rather dull when

compared with what is available on Yappr. Lingual.Net promotes its 'tri-view

method', but this is no more than watching without subtitles, watching with

subtitles, and then watching and answering a few comprehension
questions.

Also worth a mention are the UK government's Public Information Films.

They cover the period from 1945 to 2oo6 and deal with such topics as

smoking, pedestrian crossings, why we should pay income tax, and how to

vote at a General Election. They provide a fascinating social insight and are

short enough to make good teaching material. All of them come with

a transcript, plus background notes, and a timeline. And most are very
entertaining.

Exploiting online There is a useful artide by Delina Moobin on exploiting online video at the

video British Council's Teaching English site. The article points out some pros and

cons and lists some mainstream sources for video material, including the

B B C and C N N. But the most useful practical resource is Russell Stannard's

Teacher Training Videos. Russell has a large section of his own videos

covering how to use some popular software packages; but scroll down the

page and you will find a section on E LT teacher training ideas with links to

'A great dictation site' or 'An unusual vocabulary site' and similar material.
Key reading for anyone interested in using internet-based video.
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